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Pope Francis in the final document on the Synod of Bishops on 

Young People, Faith and Vocational Discernment wrote: 

 

Indeed, Jesus not only fascinated people with his life - he also issued 

an explicit call to faith.  He encountered men and women who 

recognized in his words and actions the right way to speak of God 

and to relate to him, pointing them towards the faith that leads to 

salvation.  Others who met him were called to become his disciples 

and witnesses.  He did not conceal from those who wanted to be 

disciples the need to take up the cross every day and follow him on a 

paschal journey of death and resurrection.    

Faith as witness lives on in the Church, the sign and instrument of 

salvation for all peoples. There have always been various forms of 

discipleship within the community of Jesus. Most of the disciples 

lived the faith in the ordinary circumstances of daily life; others, 

though, including some women, shared the itinerant and prophetic 

existence of the Master (cf. Lk 8:1-3); from the outset the apostles 

had a particular role in the community, and they were associated by 

him with his ministry of guiding and preaching. 

It is not possible to understand the significance of the baptismal 

vocation in its fulness unless we remember that for everyone, without 

exception, it is a call to holiness.  This call necessarily implies an 

invitation to share in the Church’s mission, which has as its 

fundamental goal communion with God and communion among all 

people.  

 

Final Document of the Synod of Bishops on Young People, Faith 

and Vocational Discernment (82-4.) 
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Pope St John Paul II reminded us that ‘Love is the fundamental and 

innate vocation of every human being.’ As they walk in this path, 

people hear God calling them into discipleship, a living relationship 

with the person of Christ, a call that has three dimensions: 

• The universal call to holiness: God the Father calls people 

to listen to his Son, to be   baptised in the Holy Spirit and to 

live as disciples of Christ. 

• The call to a way of life: a Christian disciple expresses their 

faith, hope and love through living as a consecrated person, 

an ordained minister or a lay person, in the married or single 

state. 

• The call to work: God calls people to many different kinds 

of work, ranging from paid work to care of family members. 

Work on its own does not give meaning to life however; it is 

human beings who make work meaningful. ‘Work constitutes 

one of the fundamental dimensions of a person’s earthly 

existence and of their vocation.1’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
1 National Office of Vocation, England and Wales. Pope St John Paul II ‘Love is 
the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being.  (Familiaris 
Consortio, 11). 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C   

Priesthood 

The Church has always taken particular care of vocations to the 

ordained ministry, in the knowledge that holy order is a constitutive 

element of the Church’s identity and is necessary for Christian 

life.  Hence, she has always devoted special attention to the formation 

and accompaniment of candidates for the priesthood.  The concern of 

many churches for their numerical decline demands a renewed 

reflection on the vocation to the ordained ministry and on the pastoral 

care of vocations so as to convey the fascination of the person of 

Jesus and of his call to become pastors of his flock.   

Final Document of the Synod of Bishops on Young People, Faith 

and Vocational Discernment (89.) 

 

Scripture 

Lk 6: But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend 

expecting nothing back; then your reward will be great and you will 

be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful 

and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

 

Intercessions 

That God, who is rich in mercy, will bless those called by Jesus to 

serve Him and His Church as priests, with faithfulness to their 

vocations, Lord hear us. 

That in union with Mary, the Mother of God, we who have received 

Spirit of her Son into our hearts, will pray with zeal for holy vocations 

to the priesthood, Lord hear us. 
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Reflection 

Dear brothers and sisters, in the finest traditions of the Church in this 

country, may you also be the first friend of the poor, the homeless, 

the stranger, the sick and all who suffer. Act as beacons of hope, 

casting the light of Christ upon the world, and encouraging young 

people to discover the beauty of a life given completely to the Lord 

and his Church. 

—Pope Benedict XVI, Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral, 2008 

 

Prayer 

Diocesan Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, gentle shepherd, 

You know your sheep, 

And you know how to reach their hearts. 

 

Give to the people of the diocese of Derry 

Hearts that are open to the call of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Speak to the hearts of the people of our diocese 

That they may hear your call 

To follow you and serve your people as priests or religious. 

Awaken in them the courage to answer: 

‘Here I am, Lord, Send me.’ 

 

St Eugene, pray for us. 

St Columba, pray for us. 

St John Vianney, pray for us. 

Seek his face - Know his love - Serve his people. 
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Monday 25th February    Single life 

The Synod reflected on the situation of people who live as “singles”, 

recognizing that this term can indicate a great variety of 

circumstances.  The single state can have many causes, voluntary or 

involuntary, and can depend on cultural, religious and social 

factors.  It can therefore express a very broad range of life 

choices.  The Church recognizes that this state, lived in a spirit of 

faith and gift, can be one of the many roads by which the grace of 

baptism is realized and a person advances towards the holiness to 

which are all called. 

Final Document of the Synod of Bishops on Young People, Faith 

and Vocational Discernment (90.) 

 

Scripture 

Mk 9: Everything is possible for anyone who has faith.  Immediately 

the father of the boy cried out, ‘I do have faith.  Help the little faith I 

have. 

 

Intercessions 

That all those living out their vocations in Christ will take heart that 

Lord our God calls them by name to follow along the path of 

discipleship, Lord hear us. 

For all called to be single men and women, that they will have 

confidence in Jesus Christ, who calls them each to reveal God’s love 

for the world through their words and actions, Lord hear us. 
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Reflections 

Being a disciple means being constantly ready to bring the love of 

Jesus to others, and this can happen unexpectedly and in any place: 

on the street, in a city square, during work, on a journey. 

—Evangelii Gaudium, "The Joy of the Gospel" (127.) 

God calls you to make definitive choices, and He has a plan for each 

of you: To discover that plan and to respond to your vocation is to 

move toward personal fulfilment. 

—Pope Francis, 2013 World Youth Day 

 

Prayer 

Lord, 

I know you love me 

and have great plans for me. 

But sometimes I am overwhelmed 

by the thought of my future. 

Show me how to walk forward 

one day at a time. 

May I take heart while I search openly 

for what it is you want me 

to do with my life. 

Inspire in me wisdom and understanding 

to see your vision for my life 

and respond with openness to 

whatever you call me to be. 

Show me your way Lord!2 

 

                                                            
2 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. USCCB Website.  
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Tuesday 26th    Seminarians 

God is an artisan, moulding men in formation for the priesthood like 

potter’s clay, if the seminarian will allow the Lord to shape him. It is 

a work that requires the courage of letting ourselves be formed by the 

Lord, to transform our heart and our life. The People of God are “the 

great wheel that forms the clay of our priesthood. When we go out 

among the People of God, we let ourselves be formed by their 

expectations; touching their wounds, we realize that the Lord 

transforms our life. The question that must form within us, when we 

go down into the potter’s workshop, is this: What priest do I want to 

be? A drawing-room priest, calm and orderly, or a missionary 

disciple whose heart burns for the Master and for the People of God? 

One who grows comfortable in his own wellbeing or a disciple who 

walks? One who is lukewarm who prefers a quiet life, or a prophet 

who reawakens the desire for God in the heart of man? 

Pope Francis discussing the Ratio Fundamentalis Institutionis 

Sacerdotalis, Oct 2017 

 

Scripture 

Mk 9: 30.  So he sat down, and called the twelve to him and said, ‘if 

anyone wants to be first, he must make himself the last of all and the 

servant of all.’   

 

Intercessions 

For all those now discerning their vocations in Christ, that they may 

be filled with the Holy Spirit and nourished by the bread of life, Lord 

hear us. 



8 

 

For all men and women now considering their vocation, that they will 

take heart in Jesus’ call to serve Him Lord hear us. 

Reflection 

By your prayer and intercession, you are the advocates of all who 

seek God, who are journeying towards God. You bear witness to a 

hope which, against every form of hopelessness, silent or spoken, 

points to the fidelity and the loving concern of God. Hence you are 

on the side of those who are crushed by misfortune and cannot break 

free of their burdens. You bear witness to that Love which gives itself 

for humanity and thus conquered death. 

—Pope Benedict XVI, with priests, religious, and seminarians in 

Austria, 2007 

Prayer 

Father, we're your people, the work of your hands. 

So precious are we in your sight that you sent your Son, Jesus. 

Jesus calls us to heal the broken-hearted, 

to dry the tears of those who mourn, to give hope to those who 

despair, 

and to rejoice in your steadfast love. 

We, the baptized, realize our call to serve. 

Help us to know how. 

Call forth from among us priests. 

With our hearts you continue to love your people. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever and ever3. 

 

                                                            
3 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. USCCB Website. 
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Wednesday 27th    Religious 

The gift of consecrated life, both contemplative and apostolic, which 

the Spirit calls forth in the Church, has a prophetic value inasmuch 

as it is a joyful witness of the gratuitousness of love.  When religious 

communities and new foundations live their fraternity authentically, 

they become schools of communion, centres of prayer and 

contemplation, places of dialogue and arenas for evangelization and 

charity.  The mission of many consecrated men and women who take 

care of the lowliest on the world’s peripheries reveals concretely the 

dedication of an outward-looking Church.  The consecrated life 

continues to be fruitful and creative, not least through co-

responsibility with many lay people who share the spirit and the 

mission of the various charisms.  The Church and the world cannot 

be without this vocational gift, which is a great resource for our time. 

Final Document of the Synod of Bishops on Young People, Faith 

and Vocational Discernment (88.) 

Scripture 

Eccles 4: Wisdom: those who serve her, minister to the holy one. 

And the lord loves those who love her.  

 

Intercessions 

That like Samuel, all baptized Catholics will be faithful to their call 

to follow Christ, especially those chosen for the unique consecration 

of priesthood or consecrated life, Lord hear us. 

For a deeper dedication among Catholic families to pray for 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life among their children, 

believing that Christ opens ears to hear His call and hearts to answer 

Him, life, will glory in the cross of Jesus Christ, Lord hear us. 
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Reflection 

Religious life ought to promote growth in the church by way of 

attraction. The church must be attractive. Wake up the world! Be 

witnesses of a different way of doing things, of acting, of living! . . . 

It is this witness that I expect of you. Religious should be men and 

women who are able to wake the world up. 

—Pope Francis, meeting with the Union of Superiors General, 

November 29, 2013 

Prayer 

O loving and gracious God, Father of all, you 

bless your people in every time and season and 

provide for their needs through your providential 

care. Your Church is continually in need of priests, 

sisters and brothers to offer themselves in the service 

of the gospel by lives of dedicated love. Open the 

hearts of your sons and daughters to listen to your 

call in their lives. Give them the gift of understanding 

to discern your invitation to serve you and your 

Church. Give them the gift of courage to follow your 

call. May they have the spirit of young Samuel who 

found fulfilment in his life when he said to you, 

"Speak Lord, for your servant is listening." We ask 

this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. 

Amen4. 

 

 

 

                                                            
4 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. USCCB Website. 
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Thursday 28th Parish Mass  Christian Vocation 

Vocation and mission of the Church 

It is not possible to understand the significance of the baptismal 

vocation in its fulness unless we remember that for everyone, without 

exception, it is a call to holiness.  This call necessarily implies an 

invitation to share in the Church’s mission, which has as its 

fundamental goal communion with God and communion among all 

people.  Ecclesial vocations are multiple and articulated expressions 

through which the Church realizes her call to be a real sign of the 

Gospel received in a fraternal community.  The different ways of 

following Christ express, each in its own way, the mission to bear 

witness to the event of Jesus, in which every man and every woman 

finds salvation. 

Final Document of the Synod of Bishops on Young People, Faith 

and Vocational Discernment (84.) 

Scripture 

Mk 9:41. Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If anyone gives you a cup of 

water to drink just because you belong to Christ, then I tell you 

solemnity, he will not certainly lose his reward. 

Intercessions 

For those who work with youth, that they will encourage them to 

listen carefully for God’s call, Lord hear us. 

That the knowledge of our unity, one body and one spirit in Christ, 

will heighten each person’s faithfulness to their vocation and 

encourage those He is calling to build up the people of God, Lord 

hear us. 
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Reflection 

There is no identity—and consequently joy of life—without an active 

and unwavering sense of belonging to God’s faithful people. . . Go 

out and give your people what was entrusted to you, for your people 

will make you feel and taste who you are, what your name is, what 

your identity is, and they will make you rejoice in that hundredfold 

which the Lord has promised to those who serve him. 

—Pope Francis, Holy Chrism Mass, Holy Thursday homily, 2014 

Prayer 

Creator of the Universe, God of the Nations, 

Your people are longing to hear your word. 

Send laborers into your harvest - 

women and men on fire with your love: 

Dedicated single people - 

who incarnate your presence 

in their daily lives, 

whose availability enables them 

to respond to a diversity of needs. 

 

Married couples - 

whose relationships serve as a sign 

of your fidelity to your people, 

whose love overflows 

to their children and neighbours. 

 

Ordained Ministers - 

who gather the prayers and longing 

of your people 

who serve as a channel of your presence 

through the sacraments. 
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Religious sisters, brothers, and priests - 

whose life in community foreshadows 

our eternal unity in Christ, 

whose service brings your life to the world. 

May each of us respond with courage and generosity 

to our particular vocations, and may the Church recognize 

the Spirit's call to men and women of good will, 

trusting in your abundance to answer all our needs. 

Amen5. 

 

 

                                                            
5 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. USCCB Website. 
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Friday 1st March   Marriage and family 

There is no stereotype of the ideal family, but rather a challenging 

mosaic made up of many different realities, with all their joys, hopes 

and problems… All of us are called to keep striving towards 

something greater than ourselves and our families, and every family 

must feel this constant impulse. Let us make this journey as families, 

let us keep walking together. (…) May we never lose heart because 

of our limitations, or ever stop seeking that fullness of love and 

communion which God holds out before us”  

Amoris Laetitia Pope Francis 

 

Scripture 

Eccles 6:5 A faithful friend is a sure shelter, whoever finds one has 

a rare treasure.  A faithful friend is beyond price, there is no 

measuring his worth. 

 

Intercessions 

That marriages be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and parents be 

renewed in their vocation in helping their children encounter the Lord 

Jesus Christ, Lord hear us. 

That during our Diocesan Vocation Week, every parishioner will 

devote themselves and their families to praying for an openness to 

God’s call, Lord hear us. 

 

Reflection 

“Like happiness, holiness is always tied to little gestures.” These little 

gestures are those we learn at home, in the family; they get lost amid 
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all the other things we do, yet they do make each day different. They 

are the quiet things done by mothers and grandmothers, by fathers 

and grandfathers, by children, by siblings. They are little signs of 

tenderness, affection and compassion. Like the warm supper we look 

forward to at night, the early lunch awaiting someone who gets up 

early to go to work. Homely gestures. Like a blessing before we go 

to bed, or a hug after we return from a hard day’s work.  

-Pope Francis World Meeting of Families held in Philadelphia on 

Sept 26-27, 2015  

 

Prayer 

Parents Prayer for Vocations  

Gracious and loving God 

you have blessed us with the privilege of becoming Parents. 

We ask that you provide us with all that we need 

in accepting this awesome responsibility. 

 

We pray that we will be open to your spirit 

who is our source of strength 

as we witness to our children 

your love for each of them and your desire for them 

to be happy and to live a full life. 

 

We ask your help 

so we may guide and encourage our children 

to believe that they each have a special calling 

and to use their gifts and talents for others. 

 

We pray, Heavenly Father, 

that our children will discover 

and respond enthusiastically to your desire for them 
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whether it be to the vocation of single, married, 

ordained or consecrated life. 

 

We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus 

through the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen6. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
6 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. USCCB Website. 
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Saturday 2nd March   Those discerning 

Discernment focuses attention on what is actually happening in the 

heart of every man and woman.  In the Bible, the term “heart” is used 

to indicate the interiority of the person, where we listen to the Word 

that God is constantly addressing to us. Moreover, the “new heart” 

promised by the prophets is not an individual gift, but concerns the 

whole of Israel, within whose tradition and salvation history the 

believer takes his place (cf. Ezek 36:26-27).  The Gospels follow the 

same line: Jesus insists on the importance of interiority and he locates 

the centre of the moral life in the heart (cf. (Mt 15:18-20). 

Final Document of the Synod of Bishops on Young People, Faith 

and Vocational Discernment (106.) 

 

Scripture 

Mk: 10:13 Jesus said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do 

not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 

belongs.’ 

 

Intercessions 

For those who are having difficulty discerning their vocations, that 

the Holy Spirit give them wisdom and peace. Lord hear us. 

For an increased awareness among our young people of the closeness 

of the Lord in their vocation discernment and their responsibility to 

recognize and follow Him, Lord hear us. 

 

 



18 

 

Reflection 

Discovering vocation does not mean scrambling toward some prize 

just beyond my reach but accepting the treasure of true self I already 

possess. Vocation does not come from a voice "out there" calling me 

to be something I am not. It comes from a voice "in here" calling me 

to be the person I was born to be, to fulfil the original selfhood given 

me at birth by God. 

—Thomas Merton 

 

Prayer 

God, our Father, 

in Baptism You called us by name 

making us members of Your people, 

the Church. 

We praise You for Your goodness, 

We thank You for Your gifts. 

We ask You to strengthen us 

to live in love and service to others 

after the example of Your Son, Jesus. 

 

Father, look upon Your Church with love 

and bless Your people 

with generous single men and women, 

with loving husbands and wives, 

with understanding parents, 

with trusting children 

with dedicated priests, sisters, 

deacons and brothers. 

 

Help us to see our vocations 

as a journey toward You. 
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You have called us, 

not to set us apart, 

but to bring us together 

with others who need our love. 

 

Make us faithful signs of Your 

presence in their midst. 

 

We ask You through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen7. 

 

 

                                                            
7 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. USCCB Website. 
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